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knowledge of the Mongol-invasion defense walls. Because
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Takezaki Suenaga, on the right, fighting against the Mongol forces, depicted in the Mongol

Invasions Painting Scroll (Museum of Imperial Collections, San-no-maru Shozokan)
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The raging forces of nature and the sturdy defense walls along the shoreline

saved the nation, a turning point in history.

HITLlwHbzily Defense wall depicted in the Mongol Invasions Painting Scroll
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(Museum of Imperial Collections,San-no-maru Shozokan)
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L& ass, ZEHOSE HEEE I 2T Hojo Tokimune, the then regent of the kamakura shogunate,

made the decision to counter the threat of a second attack of the Mongols,
the construction of strong defense walls.
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Mongolia, united by Genghis Khan in the early 13th century,
built the largest empire in history, extending from Asia to
Europe. The empire was renamed Yuan (Great Yuan) in 1271,
and expanded its territory to cover almost all of East Asia and
Southeast Asia.

Kublai Khan, Genghis' grandson and the founder of the Yuan
dynasty, after subjugating the Koryo dynasty of Korea,
demanded Japan pay tribute and establish diplomatic relations.
The Japanese rejected the demands. In 1274 (11th year of
Bun-ei), he dispatched a force of roughly 28,000 men, mainly
Koryo solders, to invade at Hakata Bay. The invasion attempt
was interrupted by a severe storm that devastated the ships,
causing the Yuan fleet to withdraw. In fear of another invasion
from Yuan, the Kamakura shogunate reinforced its defense
system, and ordered the construction of a 20-km long stone
barrier along the coastline of Hakata Bay from Imazu to Kashii.
In 1281 (4th year of Koan), Yuan again dispatched an armada,
this time totaling 140,000 men in two forces. The Eastern forces
consisted of Mongol, Chinese Han and Koryo soldiers, and the
Southern forces consisted mainly of former Southern Song
forces. Once again, the Yuan forces failed due to a typhoon. In
Japan these two incidents are known by several names: the
Mongol Invasions, Yuan Invasions, or the Bun-ei Battle and the
Koan Battle.
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A defense wall was constructed for roughly 20 kilometers along the coastline of Hakata Bay more than 7
centuries ago to meet any invasion plans by the Mongols. Together with the two typhoons, this stone defense

wall, which was called “Ishitsuiji” in those days, smashed the bold ambition of the Mongols.

WMODDHRL2FEMENEE, bTFrLETEKLEVD The walls had several different combinations of materials and
structure. Completing such a project in merely half a year is

BRNTES, BRIV 2IILTELNTZD D, remarkable. How were the defense walls built?
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Earthen wall width Stone wall width

1.5m 3.3m Defense Wall against Mongol Invasions (Genko Borui)

The stone defense wall was built on the order of the Kamakura
shogunate after the first Mongol invasion failed. The work was
assigned to vassal lords administering provinces in Kyushu, with
each province delegated to construct an assigned length of the
wall. To complete the wall in six short months, the construction
work was probably started simultaneously by all provinces. This
system is suggested by the different methods of construction found
between the Imazu section (allocated to the Osumi of southern
Kyushu and Hyuga of southwestern Kyushu), the Iki-no-Matsubara
section (built by Higo province of central Kyushu), and the
Nishijin (Momochi) section, whose builders are still unknown.
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